Tlie Cbalrman said all in the room were aware that tlie voluntary hospitals of the country were approaching a time of acute crisis; many were already spending more than they were receiving, some very much more, and there seemed but little prospect of relief until it was known what would be the condition of affairs when the full activities of the Ministry of Health had developed. At 
Tlie Cbalrman said all in the room were aware that tlie voluntary hospitals of the country were approaching a time of acute crisis; many were already spending more than they were receiving, some very much more, and there seemed but little prospect of relief until it was known what would be the condition of affairs when the full activities of the Ministry of Health had developed. At Sir Arthur Stanley said ho was very glad he had had the opportunity of listening to the Chairman's opening remarks, beoause he had placed the matter before the meeting in exactly the right light. All he wished to say in comment was, that if he knew of any method by which money could bo conjured up for the support of the voluntary hospitals, he would ask for a good share for his own hospital (St. Thomas's) before passing it on?(laughter). Schemes must be elaborated, and must of necessity take, a little time before they were operative. Before coming to a description of the scheme itself, there were two remarks he wished to make. In the little pamphlet he had sent out he made allusion to tlie League of Mercy in a way which might lead to it being inferred that the work of that League was only for the London hospitals. That was no longer iso, for its operations had now been extended to other than the immediate home counties, and to other parts of the Dominions, and lie would be sorry if anything he wrote might appear to be a disparagement of their efforts. On the contrary, it was by the combination of these voluntary associations that it was hoped to help the hospitals. 
